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This evening, morning, we begin a four week exploration on the Basics of Christian Stewardship.  As God’s children, we have been entrusted with the oversight of God’s most valuable assets.


As God’s stewards, we are to faithfully oversee the gifts, resources, and mission entrusted to our care by our Heavenly Father.  The greatest resource God has allowed us to oversee is our lives!


You and I are here because God made a decision to impart life into each and every one of our physical bodies.  Having received God’s gift of life, each of us must then ask ourselves, “Whose is it Anyway?”


Have we been given life in order to do whatever we want?  Did God give us life so we could choose our own direction and then seek God’s guidance and empowerment to accomplish what we have determined we are to do with our lives?  Or, have we been entrusted with this tremendous gift so that we can understand God’s purpose for our creation, choose to be a steward of this tremendous gift, and pursue the pathway in life God has put before us.

God’s Word gives us these insights about Life:

"7the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. " Genesis 2:7 (NIV)


"20and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. " Deuteronomy 30:20 (NIV)


"25And he (our God) is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he (God) himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 26From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. " Acts 17:25-26 (NIV)  "28‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ " Acts 17:28 (NIV)


Pastor John MacArthur gives us this insight on Life:  ““Father” is probably the most common term we use in prayer, and rightly so, for that is the pattern Jesus set. Prayer should always begin with the recognition that God is our Father, the One who gave us life and who loves, cares for, provides for, and protects us.” 
 


Pastor Charles Stanley notes, “God has a master plan for your life, and that master plan does not change either. It is a plan designed specifically for you. It is a plan that God intends for you to live out fully, beginning at the moment of your birth and never ending until the moment of your death.

God’s plan for you has a purpose, a sovereign plan, a blueprint for your particular life, a character-development plan, a communication plan, a call to service, a guidance plan, and a blessing plan. All of these aspects of God’s master plan for you is what I mean by “destiny.” Your destiny is to be the person God has created you to be.


No matter the circumstances or situations you face, you can retain your faith, hope, and joy if you will focus on discovering all that God has authorized for you as your destiny.


 God’s purpose is that you receive His love, and then express His love to others. God desires to be in personal relationship with you so you might experience His love on a daily basis.”
 


Each of us has received this unbelievable gift of life.  Life that is to be used to fulfill the purpose for which each of us has been created.  A purpose that requires each of us to mature as stewards of our lives and God’s Kingdom!
God’s Word Gives Us these Insights on Stewardship:


Jesus used this principle in many of His teachings:  " 1Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 3“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— " Luke 16:1-3 (NIV)


Paul saw is Ministry as an Apostle as a Faithful Discharge of His Stewardship Responsibilities:  "16Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me. " 1 Corinthians 9:16-17 (NIV)


“the Greek word (oikonomos) for steward literally means “﻿house manager,﻿” a person placed in complete control of a families household. The steward supervised the property, the fields and vineyards, the finances, the food, and the other servants on behalf of his master.
 


Open your Bibles to Matthew 25.  It contains a parable where Jesus gives us tremendous insights into the concept of “stewardship”  -- let’s begin with verse 14:
“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

19“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’ 21“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 

22“The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.’ 23“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 

24“Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 26“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 

28“ ‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." Matthew 25:14-30 (NIV)

In his book, Life Wide Open, David Jeremiah addresses the subject of stewardship:  “Diamonds are unearthed from below, but spiritual gifts are dispensed from above. Just as diamonds are rough and uncut when first discovered, your spiritual gift may need to be developed and polished. But don’t be discouraged; just get busy with the opportunity currently at hand, and you’ll gradually grow more and more comfortable with what God has called you to do with the abilities He has given you.


Here’s the way the apostle Peter put it: “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever” (1 Peter 4:10–11).


A. T. Pierson, a Bible teacher from an earlier era, said: “Every-one has some gift, therefore all should be encouraged. No one has all the gifts, therefore all should be humble. All the gifts are for one Body, therefore all should be harmonious. All the gifts are needful, therefore all should be faithful.”﻿4﻿


God has given us no greater talent than the gift of our lives.  If we do not become great stewards of this unbelievable gift, our failure will inhibit our ability to be effective stewards of anything else entrusted to us by God.

This is our mission this evening, (morning), how do we get “Back to the Basics” of the Christian life?

How can we be sure we are living our lives as stewards of the phenomenal gift of life given to us by God, rather than asking God to be the steward of the life we have determined is ours to live! (repeat)   

A reality the Apostle Paul addresses in the 14th Chapter of Romans: 
 “7For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. " Romans 14:7-8 (NIV)  We live a life that belongs to the Lord when we hear God’s Voice and respond to His Call!
· Stewards who Hear God’s Voice Respond to God’s Call:  " 1The Lord
had said to Abram, “Leave Your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. 2“I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 4So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. "  Genesis 12:1-4 (NIV)

God has been speaking to His people for thousands of years.  Here God speaks clearly to Abraham.  And, in this passage, we find two clear imperatives.  In God’s first imperative, Abraham was told to “leave”:   his country; his tribe; and his father’s household – and, “go” to the land God would reveal to him (v. 1).

In God’s second imperative, God declared He would be a blessing to Abraham if Abraham would be obedient to God’s call to be a blessing to others -- and, if Abraham fulfilled the second imperative – “be a blessing”, God would do three things for him:  (1) Abraham’s descendants would become a great nation; (2) God would bless and protect Abraham and His descendants; and, (3) all peoples (ethnic groups) would be blessed through Abraham.  (Our desire as a church to be a conduit of compassion – comes from this passage)

As we hear God’s call – we discover the first essential step in our ability to walk by faith.  Let’s take a moment and really ask ourselves, If we had been the one God had called to leave our “country,” to move out of our culture, and to leave our families – (1) would we have been in a position to “hear” Him; (2) would we have “obeyed”? – would we have left our family, our culture, and our nation?; and, (3) would all of the peoples of the world have been blessed because of our ability to walk by faith? 


Christian stewards become adept at walking by faith – an essential basic component of Christian stewardship!   We declare we know our life is God’s – and, we are His stewards -- as we learn to hear His voice and respond in obedience as we learn, like Abraham, to walk by faith! 

· Stewards who Hear God’s Voice Become God’s Child:  " 4though I
myself have reasons for such confidence. If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 

7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 

10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead." Philippians 3:4-11 (NIV)

Philippians 3 provides us the opportunity to carefully review the Apostle Paul’s testimony.  Scripture teaches us Paul’s conversion occurred through a direct encounter with Jesus and that he also had a direct encounter when Jesus called Paul to Macedonia.  So we know, like Abraham, Paul could hear God’s voice and obediently respond to His call.

But, here in this passage, we are able to see a powerful process of transformation God does in the life of Saul of Tarsus who would become the Apostle Paul!


(1) In this passage, we discover prior to hearing God’s voice – Paul had everything the world can offer – social standing (Hebrew of Hebrews; tribe of Benjamin; people of Israel); -- strong religious background (Pharisee; faultless in lifestyle; persecutor of Christianity); -- Roman citizen; high government official; and graduate of the best 1st century Ivy league university (student of Gamaliel).


(2) Having met Christ, on the road to Damascus, Paul was able to declare that everything that was a part of his life prior to that moment was absolutely worthless!!!  Realizing he had only one life to live – he carefully reviewed the lifestyle he had been living and determined he had been pursuing the wrong personal agenda.


(3) Having encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus; having clearly reviewed his priorities as a steward, Paul identifies 5 life goals:


a)  to know Christ – having met Him, Paul decided to really get to know him


b) to comprehend the power of His resurrection – the power that had resurrected Jesus from the dead is now available to each and every believer in the pursuit of life here on Earth – Paul wanted to know what that was like for him and others

c) fellowship of sharing in Jesus’ sufferings – suffering that comes in our life as we pursue Christian righteousness

d) becoming like him in His death – as Christ died to put an end to sin’s power of humanity – we draw upon God’s power to put an end to the influence of sin in our personal lives

e) attaining resurrection from death – being a member of the first contingent raised from the dead upon Jesus’ return. 

Christian stewards must dedicate themselves to hearing God’s voice and moving toward Christian maturity.  Like the Apostle Paul, we have to take a careful personal inventory and be sure we always remember where we were when Jesus introduced Himself to us; continue to renounce any personal commitment to the standards of this world; and, actively pursue the spiritual fundamentals that lead us toward Christian maturity.


Let’s be sure we are actively seeking avenues to “know” Jesus better; living our lives empowered by the same power that resurrected Jesus from the dead; living righteously – even if it means persecution; constantly putting to death the impact of sin upon our lives; and looking forward to our personal resurrection from the death that touches every human being.


Hearing God’s voice -- being Stewards of God’s Greatest Gift --  Empowers us to Respond to God’s Call; to Become God’s Child; and to Engage in God’s Mission!  

· Stewards who Hear God’s Voice Engage in God’s Mission
"4When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5“Do not come any closer,” 

God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 

7The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. " Exodus 3:4-8 (NIV)


In the Bible Knowledge Commentary, the author writes, “In this confrontation with Moses, God commissioned him to deliver His people from Egypt (v. 10). Aware that it was God who was calling him, Moses responded, “Here I am.”  The same response was given God by Abraham (Gen. 22:11), Jacob (Gen. 46:2), and Samuel (1 Sam. 3:4). 

God told Moses to remove his sandals (cf. Josh. 5:15) in a gesture of worship. The ground was holy not by its nature but because of God’s presence. When the Lord identified Himself to Moses as the God of his ancestors (Abraham . . . Isaac . . . and . . . Jacob; cf. Ex. 3:15-16; 4:5) Moses covered his face, fearful of looking at God (cf. comments on 33:11, 20; John 1:18).


God then told Moses He was aware of the plight of His people (Ex. 3:7, 9; cf. 2:24) and that He planned to rescue them from Egypt. The result of His concern is captured in the words I have come down (3:8), an idiom describing divine intervention. God would (a) deliver them from Egypt and (b) take them to a good and spacious land.” And, Moses would be his leader of the intervention
 


As we spend time in the presence of our God – as we hear his voice in our lives – like Abraham, Moses, Esther, Jacob, Deborah, and Samuel – we will hear God reveal issues in our world that are breaking His heart – and, when we do our encounter will lead us to discover the mission and purpose of our life.


As we grow in the stewardship of the greatest gift God bestows upon human beings – the gift of our lives – we discover whose life it really is!  It is God’s and we acknowledge that fact as we become stewards of it through His Call, Our Maturation in Christ, and our Pursuit of the Mission entrusted to our care!  

Life Changing Thoughts: 
· The Life We Live is a Gift from God  --   we are not here through the

act of cosmic circumstance --  we are not here through the physical act of human procreation – each of us are here as a direct result of God’s involvement in our Creation:

"14I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. " Psalm 139:14-16 (NIV)


" 4The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” " Jeremiah 1:4-5 (NIV)

Regardless of the advances in human technology – we must never forget the source of human life came as: "7the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. " Genesis 2:7 (NIV)
· We are Stewards of the Life God has Entrusted to Us:  
“7For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. 8If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. " Romans 14:7-8 (NIV)  

Each and every Christian must carefully review their perspective on life and must determine if they are pursuing a life, where they are in charge, and asking God to bless the direction they have chosen to pursue – or, if, having heard from the living God, they are actively pursuing the life He has set before them – and, therefore serving as God’s stewards!
· Each Steward will give an Account how Each Life was Invested

“10 By the Grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. 

14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15 If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.” 1 Co 3:10-15 


Hebrews tells us that each individual will stand before God and give an account of their personal testimony of their individual encounter with Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior!


Here the Apostle Paul reveals that each and every member of God’s Earthly Christian community will also be judged on their faithfulness in pursuing the stewardship responsibilities of the life entrusted to his/her care.

Each of us must realize there is no dress rehearsal for the life God has bestowed upon us.  In addition, we need to realize they way we pursue life is to prepare us for spending eternity in God’s presence.  And, as God’s stewards, we only have the time here on Earth to use our 2, 3, 4 or 5 talents – let’s be sure we do not bury any of them so that we can hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”
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Sermon Questions: “Whose is it Anyway?”  Jan.31/Feb.1
1. God made us stewards to faithfully oversee gifts, resources and mission. How do you see your LIFE as the greatest resource He gave us? What does this mean to you?

2. When God calls us to mature as stewards, what does this entail in your opinion?

3. The Greek word for steward literally means “house manager”. What are the things in your  life that God made you the house manager?

4. Apostle Peter said, “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God….”(1 Pet.4:10-11)
How do you minister to one another (especially in your group) by your stewardship?

5. Scripture teaches Christians, just like He taught Abraham, to be good        

stewards. Does your obedience to this have any less importance that the instruction give to Abraham?  How so?

6. Hebrews tells us that all will give an account of their personal testimony

and each will be judged on their faithfulness in pursuing the stewardship responsibilities of the life entrusted to his/her care.  How do you biblically prepare yourself to be ready for this?  
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