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Verse to Remember:  “All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” Luke 21:4 (NIV)


The Temple structure in Jerusalem that was the center of Israelite national life during much of the Biblical period  --  beginning with the establishment of the monarchy (tenth century b.c.) and continuing until its final destruction by the Roman legions in a.d. 70. (A fact Jesus declares, prior to its happening, here in Luke 21)
During the sixth century b.c., when the Temple lay in ruins for about seventy years as the result of the Babylonian conquest of the kingdom of Judah (586 b.c.), sacrifices continued to take place in the Temple courtyard.
The Temple Mount (Mt. Zion in Jerusalem) continued to symbolize, in prophecy and tradition, God’s relationship with his people. Despite the fact that the Temple’s existence for over a millennium was nearly continuous, it did undergo two major reconstructions, one following the Babylonian Exile, beginning in 520 b.c., and the other as part of the enormous building projects carried out by King Herod, who reigned in Palestine from 37 to 4 b.c

The Temple of Herod was built of stones so exceedingly white that Josephus, the Jewish historian, says the building from a distance looked like a mountain of snow. It was gilded in so many places, so that the reflection from the sun’s rays was sometimes painful to the eye of the beholder.  (The view of the Peaks during the descent into Camp Verde) 

There were various places around the Temple courtyard where people could leave contributions. Thirteen such locations were in the forecourt. These receptacles were made in the shape of trumpets and each represented a different kind of offering.  (Coins were inserted in the mouthpiece and dropped toward an enclosed bell)  In addition, there was a treasury room near the court of women.
 


Having spent an extended time instructing those in the Temple courtyard, Jesus sits down takes a moment to observe the activity occurring in front of Him.  The event occurred in the front of one of the 13 depositories or the treasury located in the Court of the women.  Turn with me in your Bibles to Luke 21 and lets review the occurrence recorded in the first four verses:   “As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3“I tell you the truth,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” Luke 21:1-4 (NIV)

What a powerful demonstration of her deep and abiding faith in our God.  From this passage, let’s explore further three lessons we can learn from the example of this poor widow!


· Like the Impoverished Widow, Our Stewardship is a Reflection of Our 
Trust in God – "31So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. " Matthew 6:31-34 (NIV)


In this passage, Jesus reveals that our connection with God – our faith in Him – allows us to face every circumstance in life because God knows our needs and will move to meet them.

The same trust that motivated this widow is the same faith that allowed Peter and Andrew to leave their family business and respond to Jesus’ call to full-time ministry.  


The same trusting relationship revealed in the life of this widow is the same assurance Abraham exhibited when God called him to Mt. Moriah in order to offer Isaac as a sacrifice.

If we are going to become effective stewards in our lives, each of us will need to establish a deep and abiding relationship with God -- a relationship that will allow us to trust our God in each and every circumstance.   


“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”  Proverbs 3:5–6 niv

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”  1 Peter 5:7 niv

“No one can well perceive the power of faith unless he feels it by experience in his heart.”  John Calvin
 


In his book, He Chose the Nails, Max Lucado writes:   “What do we do with these worries? Take your anxieties to the cross—literally. Next time you’re worried about your health or house or finances or flights, take a mental trip up the hill. Spend a few moments looking again at the pieces of passion.


Run your thumb over the tip of the spear. Balance a spike in the palm of your hand. Read the wooden sign written in your own language. And as you do, touch the velvet dirt, moist with the blood of God.


Blood he bled for you.


The spear he took for you.


The nails he felt for you.


The sign he left for you.


He did all of this for you. Knowing this, knowing all he did for you there, don’t you think he’ll look out for you here?


Or as Paul wrote, “God did not keep back his own Son, but he gave him for us. If God did this, won’t he freely give us everything else?” (Rom. 8:32 cev).


Do yourself a favor; take your anxious moments to the cross. Leave them there with your bad moments, your mad moments, and your anxious moments.”
 


Like the widow in the Temple, we must build such a solid relationship with God that we will trust Him in any and every situation!  A trust that allows us to grow in our ability to express God’s generosity!
· Like the Widow, Our Stewardship Reveals the Depth of Our Generosity –
" 14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 

15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

18But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. " James 2:14-18 (NIV)

Who, in your life, would you lend, without collateral, the last $5,000 in your account?  Not, who would you lend $5,000 to – who, without collateral, would lend your last dollar?  To what cause would you give your last dollar?  It is a lot easier to be generous out of our personal abundance.  What was it about the relationship this widow had with her God that she was willing to give Him her last two copper pennies?
In his book, The Greatest Stories Ever Told, David Jeremiah talks about Christian generosity in his chapter on the “Good Samaritan”:  In 722 b.c., Assyria conquered the 10 northern tribes of Israel, deporting some 20,000 Jews. They were replaced by foreigners who were moved into Israel to replace them. This led, over time, to the intermingling of Jews and Gentiles and to (what was referred to by other Jews as) a half-breed race, who came to be known as the Samaritans. 
The Samaritans developed their own worship, had their own priests, and established Mount Gerizim instead of Mount Zion as their holy site. In essence, they became competitors to the Jews in Judea. To make a Samaritan the hero of the story, identifying who was a neighbor, was a dramatic way for Jesus to get the lawyer’s attention.

To this day, the Samaritan stands as a symbol of love and generosity in our city. There is a “Good Samaritan” hospital or clinic or organization that reaches out to minister to the needy in almost every major city. 
On the day Jesus told this story, and ever since, the Samaritan has been a rebuke to the religiosity of the priest and Levite and all like them. Religious ritual and requirement was shown to be inadequate to the love and compassion shown by a Samaritan man.
 
Generosity is a reflection of our faith.  Generosity allows us to express our compassion to others in need. The ability to be generous allows us to model, to others, the love and lovingkindness we have received from our Heavenly Father.

I pray we develop the same depth of relationship with God that was enjoyed by the widow – a relationship of trust that allows us to continue to grow in our generosity to others on our God’s behalf!  
· Our Stewardship should Mirror the Love of Our God -- "16“For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. " John 3:16-18 (NIV)

in a few weeks, we are going to begin a six week study on this passage.  The greatest truth we must learn is the great love God has shown to us.  And, having become recipients of such forgiveness, grace, and love – we are now freed to express that love to others.

Pastor Charles Stanley composed these words on this subject:  “The apostle Paul wrote to the Romans one of the most tender and awesome statements about God’s love in all the Bible: “The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Rom. 5:5).


Poured out. The love of God has not been measured to us in spoonful or even bucketful quantities. No! It has been extravagantly, unceasingly, generously, abundantly poured out in our hearts. God does not love us in a miserly, stingy way, but with infinite generosity. The Greek word that is translated “poured out” is a word that means flooded or overflowed—God’s love flows freely and powerfully toward us, filling every aspect of our being and flooding over us in amounts too vast for us to contain.


This verse also tells us that God’s love is expressed to us by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to all who believe in Christ Jesus and trust Him as their Savior and Lord. The love of God is a gift to us from the Giver of all gifts—the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit who manifests God’s love to us so that we can experience it, feel it, delight in it, be comforted by it, and relax in it.


Time and again throughout the Bible we find this word gift—God’s love is a gift, the Holy Spirit is a gift, His forgiveness is a gift, His mercy is a gift, His kindness to us is a gift. God moves toward His people continually to give them Himself, and always with generosity. God gives to the greatest degree that we are capable and willing to receive what He gives.”
 


As we grow in our maturity as God’s stewards, we find ourselves becoming more active in the expression of God’s love and compassion.  We find ourselves growing in our ability to forgive, give grace, express kindness, and be generous. 


I pray all of us come to understand God’s great love – allow it to pour deeply within our souls – and, then allow that love of God to flow from us to to the lives of others! 


Concluding Thoughts:
· When we give, God evaluates the cost to the individual, not the size
 of the person’s gift
· The depth of our Stewardship may be revealed not so much in the
 what we give, but what remains after our gifts have been given 

· Whatever we give, let it be in response to the great expression of
 love by our Heavenly Father 
Remember:
· As God’s Stewards, all we are, all we do, and all we give is result of 
what God has entrusted to us.
· And, as God’s Stewards who we are, what we do, and what we give – 

in our monies, our time, and our talents must come out of our relationship with God –

· So be sure we are having a daily encounter with God

· We are spending time in God’s Word daily

· We are committed to worshiping with God’s people weekly

· And, as we do – we will discover the peace that comes with living our lives as an extension of God’s presence in our lives

· Lives, like the impoverished widow’s, known for keeping first things first!  
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SERMON QUESTIONS: “First Things First” / Feb. 7-8, 2009
1. In Luke 21:1-4, the poor widow has put in more than all the others. (Into the Temple Treasury) How do you think Jesus views the giving of our tithes, offerings, time and talents in the church today?

2. Our stewardship is a reflection of our Trust  in God. (Matt. 6:31-34)

Do you ever face every circumstance in life with total trust, knowing that He will meet all your needs? How do you do that?

3. Our stewardship reveals the depth of our Generosity. (James 2:14-18

Do you give out of your personal abundance or do you give based on your

abiding relationship with God?  Briefly explain.

4. Is your giving in your finances, talents and time for ministry to Him one of 

Pride or one of sacrificial love?  Discuss the differences.

5. Our Stewardship should mirror the Love of our God. (Jn. 3:16-18)
Since we are recipients of his grace, mercy, forgiveness and love, do you see any aspects of your generosity expressed in the lives of others?

(family, friends, co-workers, neighbors or plain old strangers?)  How does

this happen?
[image: image1.png]



�Earl D. Radmacher, Ronald Barclay Allen and H. Wayne House, The Nelson Study Bible : New King James Version (Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers, 1997). Lk 21:1.


�Max Lucado, He Chose the Nails : What God Did to Win Your Heart, electronic ed. (Nashville: Word Publishing, 2001, c2000). 136.


�Max Lucado, He Chose the Nails : What God Did to Win Your Heart, electronic ed. (Nashville: Word Publishing, 2001, c2000). 143.


�David Jeremiah, The Greatest Stories Ever Told : Study Guide (Nashville, Tenn.: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2000). 99.


�Charles F. Stanley, Exploring the Depths of God's Love (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2000). 8.





PAGE  
- 8 -

