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Verse to Remember:  "In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. "Proverbs 21:20 (NIV)

" 13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 

4Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 

18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.” ’ 

20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” " Luke 12:13-21 (NIV)

· Develop the Ability to Earn:

"29Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will serve before kings; he will not serve before obscure men. " Proverbs 22:29 (NIV)


"11He who works his land will have abundant food, but he who chases fantasies lacks judgment. " Proverbs 12:11 (NIV)


"23All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty. " Proverbs 14:23 (NIV)

· Be Your Employer’s (Boss’s) Number One Ambassador:
"12And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?" Luke 16:12 (NIV)  {Neil Brown & the JCPenney Company}  (1) Know your company’s mission; (2) Know your boss’s agenda; (3) Know clearly your boss’s expectations of you; (4) Be the first to arrive and the last to leave; (5) When your boss reflects on who is his/her top associates – be sure your name crosses her/his mind! 
· Be Realistic about Your Professional Expectations:  Every
so often while flipping through the TV channels, I land on the Discovery Channel – one of its shows is “Dirty Jobs” hosted by Mike Rowe – during its run, Rowe has become a bat cave scavenger, worm dung farmer, mushroom farmer, plumber, sewer inspector, pig farmer, micro algae clean-up man, chimney sweep, alligator farmer, and garbage pit technician."

 What Rowe does occasionally, thousands of people do every day.  My point is simply this – work is simply work!  As we bring value to our employer – our employer rewards us by providing an income.     


Often people expect ministry to be different – that somehow ministry is not hard work.  Let’s look at a section of the Apostle Paul’s diary:  “23bI have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 

24Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 

27I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches." 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 (NIV)”


My point is simply this – expect work to be work and, like the Apostle Paul be sure you work harder than those you work with. 


· Become a Life-long Professional Learner:  "15Do your best
to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15 (NIV)
· Character is an essential component of the interview and professional relationship – but, we should not be compensated for character.
· Personality is an essential component of the interview and professional relationship – but, we should not be compensated for personality
· The income we need to live on is a vital part of our personal equation, but our rate of compensation will be determined by the value we bring to the professional relationship.

The first component of the ABC’s of Financial Management is making sure we understand the importance of Developing an Ability to Earn an Income.   

· Increase the Desire to Give:

"24One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. " Proverbs 11:24 (NIV)


"23“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. " Matthew 23:23 (NIV)


"7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. " 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)

In his book, “How to be Happy According to Jesus”, David Jeremiah writes, “Everybody wanted to lift Jesus up as king, but He simply said, “I did not come to be ministered unto, but to minister.” A person who truly wants to be happy will find great joy in serving others. Phillip Yancey, a journalist who has had many opportunities to interview sports and entertainment stars, found that those with the highest profiles never seemed to be happy. They were nearly always unfulfilled, self-doubting, and unhappy. 

But those who had chosen to give their lives to service had a depth and richness that Yancey envied. The doctors working with outcasts, the missionaries translating the Bible into new languages, and the relief workers who had left high-paying jobs for obscurity and service were the ones who had found fulfillment and satisfaction in their lives. 

Some would argue that they were “wasting” their talents, but these people had discovered that true happiness is found not in getting what you want, but in giving to others what they need.
”

I realize we have already explored this concept during this series, but we must always remember – Giving (our talents, time, and treasures) is a key component of a Godly commitment to pursue the ABC’s of Financial Management.  In addition, it is a vital component of living and experiencing powerful and meaningful Christian lives.  
· Amplify the Discipline to Save:

"6Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 7It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, 8yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. " Proverbs 6:6-8 (NIV)


"20In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has. " Proverbs 21:20 (NIV)


"22A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children, but a sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous. " Proverbs 13:22 (NIV)


Scripture clearly teaches us the importance of saving a portion of our income for a variety of reasons.  Here are some of the reasons that compel me to develop the discipline of saving:
· Unexpected emergencies

· Retirement

· Giving Opportunities:  Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle:  “God prospers us not to increase our standard of living but so that we can increase our standard of giving!”

· Family Needs

· Planned Giving:

1. Kingdom Partnerships – partnerships that are worthy of our support while living are worthy of support following our departure for Heaven!

2. Our Children:  to help them address modest needs – not to increase their standard of living

3. Our Grandchildren:  primarily education expenses


If you are having a tough time saving – here are three key steps that may help you on your way:
1. Set a Goal
a. Save a $1,000.00 for emergencies

b. 3-6 months of income

2. Save Before You See
a. Automatic Withdrawal – employer or your bank

b. I began to do this – even though I expected to withdraw it in the same month – sometimes I did not have to and eventually it grew to $1,000.

3. Save today with Your Future in Mind
a. I anticipate Healthcare will be answered somehow

b. I am trying to save for Retirement with Social Security as an option – not a guarantee

c. Start Early – 5% of a young person’s income makes a tremendous impact at the time of Retirement

4. My Personal Goals for 2009-2010:
a. God – 15%

b. Savings – 10%

c. Retirement – 15% 

· Avoid the Captivity of Debt:

" 1My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in pledge for another, 2if you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth, 3then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor’s hands: Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor! 4Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids. 5Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler. " Proverbs 6:1-5 (NIV)


With these words, the author of this Proverb makes this abundantly clear:  Debt is to be avoided like the plague!!!

So, with these words ringing in our ears – are their moments in our lives where debt is an acceptable practice?    Christian financial guides have identified three guidelines:

1. A Home that fits within your budget –

a. Dave Ramsey – “the home that fits is one that allows you to put 20% down and where you can afford a 15 year mortgage.”

b. For me – if the bank is happy – I am happy, but try to make one extra payment per year.
2. Reasonable Educational Loans/Business Loans

3. Transportation – Mixed reviews here – some say OK –some say never

a. My rule – as nice a car as I can find where the payments do not exceed 3 years.  

b. Exception – when dealers are offering interest free loans – then I try to pay off within the warranty period – usually 5 years


The lesson is simply this – any fundamental approach to Financial Stewardship declares:  Avoid the Captivity of Debt!

· Monitor the Motive to Spend:

"17He who loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich. " Proverbs 21:17 (NIV)


"20Do not join those who drink too much wine or gorge themselves on meat, 21for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsiness clothes them in rags. " Proverbs 23:20-21 (NIV)


Some observations about materialism within the American culture:

If you are over 20, you have seen one million commercials

Prior to our current financial crisis, more people filed for bankruptcy than graduated from college

In 90% of divorce cases, arguments about money play a prominent role in the decision to end the marriage

The average American shops six hours a week, while spending forty minutes playing with his/her children

If you ask most Americans, we believe if we had Loretta Lynn’s definition of enough money (give the definition)  – we would be happy.  Yet:


W.H. Vanderbilt said, “The care of $200 million is enough to kill anyone.  There is no pleasure in it.”


“I am the most miserable man on Earth.”  John Jacob Astor


“I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness!” John D. Rockefeller


“Millionaires seldom smile.”  Andrew Carnegie


“I was happier when I was doing a mechanic’s job.”  Henry Ford  


C.S. Lewis – We are halfhearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offer us.   Like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at sea.  We are far too easily pleased.
Unless otherwise noted:  “Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version.  Copyright ( 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.  Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House.

Restricted use 2008 by James L. Dorman.  All materials presented by James L. Dorman are restricted use materials.  No materials may be copied, reproduced, republished, uploaded, posted, transmitted, or distributed in any way, for the pursuit of commercial gain.  You may print or download as many copies of the material for your personal, non-commercial home use, provided that 1) you cite the source, 2) you make no modifications to the materials, and 3) you use it in the pursuit of Christian ministry or education.  

For any uses other than this, written permission is required.  (Christ’s Church of Flagstaff; C/O Executive Secretary; 3475 E. Soliere Avenue; Flagstaff, AZ  86004 or http://www.ccof.net ).  Additional materials are available through Christ’s Church of Flagstaff.  

With your purchase and/or use of this transcript, we hereby grant you permission to use this work for the limited purpose of a live delivery of your sermon at your local church, the live delivery at a small group study, or any other pursuit of Christian ministry.
SERMON QUESTIONS:  Feb. 14/15, 09  
ABC’s of Financial Management
1. Americans are all about material possessions. Many countries have very little, yet are often more content than we are. How do you personally wrestle with contentment vs. what you own? Briefly explain. (Lk.12:13-21)
2. Why does our “Developing the Ability to Earn” coincide with our direct spiritual relationship with the Lord? (Prov.14:23)
3. Character, relationship and attitude are not virtues in which we should be compensated. Is your professional career the only thing that needs compensation? What else should be evident in our lives concerning this?  (2Tim:2:15)
4. Pastor Dorman spoke about “increasing the Desire to Give” Why would you think that God would see this as a vital component to 

to your direct relationship with Him?  (Prov.11:24)

    5.  Why do you think that the “Discipline to Save” would be an                
 important precept?  Elaborate. (Prov. 21:20)
    6.  What are some of the things we can implement in our lives to 

help us avoid the captivity of debt?  (Prov.6:1-5)
7. Monitoring the motive to spend  will no doubt take some wise

decisions. What are some things you do that can help others realize how important this is to God?  (See pg. 10 of notes)   
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