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Verse to Remember:  “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”  Romans 12:4-5 (NIV)

Next week, we will begin our next sermon series which we have entitled, “3:16 – God’s Numbers of Hope!”.  It is our prayer and hope that these six messages will provide a powerful platform for our celebration of Easter.  Please pray for this series and for the people God would have you invite so they can discover how much God loves us – how much God was willing to give to us – how much God desires for us to believe in this hope so that we can truly discover how to live the lives He has given to us. 

This evening (morning), we are going to complete our series on, “Back to the Basics”.  I have been greatly encouraged by the numerous comments I have received and your response to the opportunities we are providing for developing personal budgets and reducing the devastating impact debt is having upon your families.  


In a few moments, we are going to have the opportunity to make our personal commitments to the ministry budget God has called us to implement during the next fiscal year.  Before we do, I want us to explore the critical components of this ministry that will be implemented due to your faithful support.  


Let’s begin our search by reading together the words Paul wrote to the church in Rome.  Turn with me, in your Bibles, to Romans, Chapter 12: 


"Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 


3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 


6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully." Romans 12:1-8 (NIV)


With these words, Paul reveals “every Christian should have a proper sense of humility and a deep awareness of his/her need to be actively involved with other members of Christ’s body in order to effectively implement the mission entrusted to its care.”


During 2009-10, we have the tremendous opportunity to maximize the phenomenal resources of Christ’s Church of Flagstaff.  During the tenure of this years ministry budget, each of us will be given 8,544 hours to manage; each of us will be given the opportunity to use our spiritual gifts and natural talents; and, we will be able to partner with a ministry seeking to effectively invest $1,600,000 on behalf of our Heavenly Father.


With this in mind, I believe God is calling Us to use Our
Combined Influence to Insure People have the Opportunity to Experience & Strengthen their Corporate and Individual 

Relationship with God!
· Experience & Strengthen their Corporate and Individual 
Relationship with God:

"16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you." John 14:16-18 (NIV)



"16What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”" 2 Corinthians 6:16 (NIV)



"2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ." 1 John 1:2-3 (NIV)



A critical component of our focus for 2009-10 will be to insure there will be numerous opportunities to strengthen our personal and corporate relationship with our Heavenly Father.

Our weekend celebrations; our weekend messages; a complete retooling of our prayer ministry under the supervision of Daniel Henderson – a prayer consultant with tremendous experience and insight; a restructuring of our Staff Meeting schedule to insure 50% of our time together will be focused on enhancing our walk with God; our CCFMT meetings will be introduced with studies challenging each of our Ministry Team members to remain committed to further developing their Christian maturity through spiritual formation; -- these and other ministry strategies will be implemented to improve our spiritual experience and maturity.


"24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching." Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)  


I pray the words of this NT author will serve as a continual reminder to each of us to be sure we are spurring one another on toward an ever deepening corporate and personal relationship with the God who created us and entrusted us with the unbelievable gift of life!

A substantial amount of our ministry’s focus will be invested in addressing this essential component of our Christian adventure
· Secondly, we believe God is calling us to Establish and Further 
Develop their Relationships with Other Members of the Christian Community:

"33“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”" John 13:33-35 (NIV)



"1We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” 4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God." Romans 15:1-7 (NIV)



Much of our focus, in this area, will be occurring between Monday to Friday.  Where most ministries seek to touch between 25-40% of their weekend population during the week, we seek to touch 100%+ between our weekend celebrations.


Our Children’s Ministry will be offering Team Kid, Christian camping opportunities and Vacation Bible School.  Our Youth Ministry will be offering weekday opportunities for our Middle School and High School students as well us Christian camping and mission opportunities.


We are going to be carefully reviewing and expanding our opportunities for College and Young singles. In addition, we are going to see if we can begin to offer a comprehensive ministry to Flagstaff singles of all ages.


Our Adult Ministries will be expanding our Neighborhood Groups, our Women’s Ministry will continue to offer their Bible Studies and other vital ministries, and we are praying for a team of men who are willing to explore what God has in store for the future of our Men’s Ministry.

In other words, it is going to be an extremely busy and life changing opportunity for those who are leading and for those who will be involved in the ministries we are going to be bringing to the members of this body and the Flagstaff community.  


" 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved." Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)

Our Elders and Staff are praying daily for each and every person God will allow us to touch during this ministry year.  It is our prayer that our people experience today what the first Century Christians experienced in Jerusalem.  We invite you to both experience and partner with us in providing this vital ministry to those we love who live here in Flagstaff!
· Communicate and Reach Our Community with the Message 

and Lifestyle of the Christian Gospel:  


Let’s spend a few moments on the message of the Gospel:

"16I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile." Romans 1:16 (NIV)


" 1Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures," 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (NIV)



At Christ’s Church, the Message of the Gospel is central to all we do.  We are dedicated to reaching as many people as possible through the truths that comprise its revelation.  We live this out through three avenues:
· First Time Decisions:  primarily through decisions made by Children and Youth as the vast majority of first-time decisions occur prior to the age of 14 – yet, we remain dedicated to sharing the Gospel to people of all backgrounds and ages – this happens daily through the lives of our people and efforts of our ministries.
· Christians who choose to unite their lives with the mission of CCoF
· Ministry Partnerships here in Flagstaff, Arizona, the United States and throughout the World who are committed to reaching people with the message of the Gospel and establishing life long partnerships with Christians who want to unite their lives in the fulfillment of the mission God has entrusted to their care.  

At Christ’s Church, the lifestyle of the Gospel is also lived out through three very distinct avenues:

· Our people are constantly involving themselves in the loves of other people through innumerable avenues of compassion and care.
· Our people lead, support and participate in such  ministries as Operation Blessing; Project Connect; N. AZ. Food Bank; SRM; Hope Cottage; Salvation Army; Operation Christmas Child; Angel Tree; Compassion International; Orphanages in India, Uganda, and Tanzania; Flagstaff Family Food Center, and countless others – we are dedicated to help those who are homeless and struggling while working – both here in Flagstaff and throughout the world
· Finally, Phil Sammons and Larry Monteverde have assembled a special team to review and respond to the needs of our people who have dramatically impacted by the recent downturn in our nation’s and city’s economic system.

"16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”" Luke 4:16-21 (NIV)


It is our prayer that we continue to be a living example of fulfilling the Scripture that proclaims the year of our Father’s favor!
· Serve One Another as Jesus Served Us:  


"3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him." John 13:3-5 (NIV)



"25Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”" Matthew 20:25-28 (NIV)



"5For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. 6But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code." Romans 7:5-6 
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SERMON QUESTIONS:  “Keeping a Proper Perspective”
Feb. 21-22, 2009

1. As we move to implement the mission of God and be actively involved with other members of the body of Christ, why do you think that “humility” needs to be evident?  (Rom.12:1-8)

2. 2009-2010 will both be pivotal years in this ministry. How do you believe

God is communicating to you to use your spiritual gifts, natural talents and combined influence to help others have a relationship with Him during this 

time?  

3. Many new things will be part of our spiritual experience and maturation this              year.  What are some things you plan to do this year in developing your own personal growth?  Discuss.   (Heb.10:24-25)
4. Why would you suppose that building relationships with others in the Christian community be important?  When scripture speaks of “Unity”, what does that say to you?  (Rom 15:1-7)

5. When we speak about communicating and reaching our community with the message and lifestyle of the Christian gospel, what kind of activity do you think your Neighborhood Group could be engaged in for this to occur?

(1 Cor.15:1-4)

      6.  “Serve” one another as Jesus served us.  What does this work “serve” mean

To you and how does your Neighborhood Group plan to serve others around you?   (John 13:3-5)
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